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ROBERT KOCH NEWS LETTERS 
 
INDEX TO NEWSLETTERS 
 

NR 1 – FEBRUARY 1992 
 

1. Workmen’s Compensation Benefits 

2. Medical Inflation 

3. General Damages & Medical Expenses  

4. General Contingencies  

5. Support from Deceased Estates   
 

NR 2 – APRIL 1992 
 

1. Workmen’s Compensation  

2. Damages of Lost Income 

3. Recusal of a Judge   

4. Deduction for Remarriage   

5. Value of a Right to Support  

6. Value of the Chance  
 

NR 3 – JUNE 1992 
 

1. Consumer Price Index 

2. Extra Mortality for Amputees 

3. Consuming Interest and Capital  

4. Curator Bonis 

5. Net Capitalization Rates 

6. Interest on Damages - Discussion 
 

NR 4 – AUGUST 1992 
 

1. Earning Capacity and Income Tax 

2. Impecuniosity 

3. Beware of Marriage Certificates 

4. State Grants 
 

NR 5 – OCTOBER 1992 
 

1. Speculative Claims 

2. Discount for Early Death 

3. Marriage Prospects and Injury Claims 

4. Saved living Expenses and Injury Claims 

5. Travel Costs 
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NR 6 – DECEMBER 1992 
 

1. Value of a Wife’s Services in the home 

2. Apportionment of the Services of a Wife and Mother – Old way .vs. Modern way. 

3. Escalating Support services 

4. Life Insurance Premiums 

5. Earning Capacity of Breadwinner 
 

NR 7 – FEBRUARY 1993 
 

1. Escalating Support Payments 

2. Whiplash Injuries 

3. General Damages for Shock of Death 

4. Apportionment for Death Claims 

 

NR 8 – APRIL 1993 
 

1. Damages for MVA 

2. Whiplash Injuries 

3. General Damages for Shock of Death 

4. Undertakings 

5. Unemployment is not so Bad 

6. Leg Amputation – no Loss of Earning Capacity 
 

NR 9 – JUNE 1993 
 

1. General Damages for Shock of Death 

2. Overdraft Interest is not Damages 

3. General Sales Tax not Compensated 

4. Assets of a Wife 

5. Apportionment of Family Income 
 

NR 10 – SEPTEMBER 1993 

 

1. Spinal Cord Injuries 

2. Instalment Compensation is Taxable 

3. The Contingency of Early or Late death 

4. Costs of Curator Bonis/Trustee 

5. Protection against Price Escalation 
 

NR 11 – DECEMBER 1993 
 

1. Analysing Maintenance Problems 

2. Instalment Agreements are Once and for All 

3. Cost of Curator Bonis 
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4. Apportionment of WCA Benefits 
 

NR 12 – MARCH 1994 
 

1. Deduction for Taxation 

2. Increased Business Expenses 

3. General Contingencies 

4. General Damages and Future Medical Procedures 

5. Instalment Compensation and Causation 

6. Reduced Life Expectancy 

7. Medical Ethics 

8. House for Paraplegics 
 

NR 13 – JUNE 1994 
 

1. State Disability Grants 

2. Travelling Expenses 

3. Reduced Medication Costs 

4. Reciprocal Duties of Support 
 

NR 14 – SEPTEMBER 1994 
 

1. Stepchildren and Duty of Support 

2. Contributory Negligence of a Deceased Breadwinner 

3. Accelerated Benefits and Children 
 

NR 15 – DECEMBER 1994 
 

1. Maintenance Claimed from Breadwinner’s Estate 

2. Risk of Divorce 

3. 3rd Party Claims – Drastic Measures Proposed 
 

NR 16 – MARCH 1995 
 

1. WCA Benefits and Apportionment of Damages 

2. Employment of School Leavers 

3. Apportionment of Death Claims 

4. Accelerated Benefits for Children 
 

NR 17 – JUNE 1995 
 

1. Compensation for Wrongful Dismissal 

2. General Damages for Shock 

3. State Disability and Accident Benefits 

4. Use of the Family Home 
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5. Savings from Deceased’s Income 
 

NR 18 – SEPTEMBER 1995 
 

1. WCA Deductions and Apportionment  

2. Public Sector Salary Scales 

3. Interest on Damages 

 

NR 19 – DECEMBER 1995 
 

1. Interim Payments 

2. General Damages for Unconscious Victims 

3. Tenders – Payments into Court 

4. Black Estates 
 

NR 20 – MARCH 1996 
 

1. Change to Civil Service Pension Benefits 

2. The Self Supporting Dependant 

3. Hawker Earnings 

4. A solution to Unemployment 

5. Proposed MVA Legislation 
 

NR 21 – JUNE 1996 
 

1. The White Paper 

a. No Fault Insurance 

b. Formula Basis 

c. Rehabilitation Centres 

d. Reducing Costs 
 

2. Civil Service Pension Fund 
 

NR 22 – SEPTEMBER 1996 
 

1. Measuring the Degree of Whiplash 

2. Apportionment of Undertakings 

3. Accelerated Benefits 
 

NR 23 – DECEMBER 1996 
 

1. Accelerated Benefits deducted from Death Claims 

2. Working Wives and Death Claims 

3. Whiplash Statistics 

4. Earnings of Domestic Servants 
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NR 24 – MARCH 1997 
 

1. The Life Expectancy of Hip Replacements 

2. The Discretionary Benefit 

3. The Extended Family – Claims for Loss of Support 
 

NR 25 – JUNE 1997 
 

1. Prescribed Rate of Interest Amendment Act 

2. Interest Calculations 

3. Collateral Benefits 

4. COIDA Awards 

5. AIDS 

6. Probabilities and Possibilities 

7. State Grants and Pensions – The “Means Test” 
 

NR 26 – SEPTEMBER 1997 
 

1. Prescribed Interest on Past Losses 

2. Damages for an unplanned Child 

3. The Unemployed Victim 

4. More than one Widow - Customary Unions 

5. Fees for Professional Witnesses 
 

NR 27 – DECEMBER 1997 
 

1. Interest on Damages 

2. Retrospective Interest 

3. Past Loss of Earnings 

4. Remarriage Rates for Blacks Widows 
 

NR 28 – MARCH 1998 
 

1. Maintaining Cover under the New Legislation for MVA Claims 

2. Curator Bonis and Expenses 

3. Investment of Compensation Money 

4. Interest on Unliquidated Damages 

5. Potential Earnings .vs. Likely Earnings 
 

NR 29 – JUNE 1998 
 

1. Indivisible Household Expenses 

2. Curator Bonis and the furnishing of Security 

3. Accelerated Benefits for Children 
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NR 30 – SEPTEMBER 1998 
 

1. Remarriage Deductions and Claims for Loss of Support 

2. Costs of Curator Bonis and Loss of Support Awards 

3. Maintenance Payments by a Surviving Parent 
 

NR 31 – DECEMBER 1998 
 

1. Overtime Earnings 

2. Potentially Polygamous Marriages 

3. The Assessment of Damages Act – Act 9 of 1969 
 

NR 32 – MARCH 1999 
 

1. The Remarried Widow 

2. Sick Leave Entitlement in the Civil Service 

3. Epilepsy 

 

NR 33 – JUNE 1999 
 

1. Effect of Award on Compensation 

2. Damages for Divorcees 

3. The Remarriage Deduction 

4. Dependency of Children 
 

NR 34 – SEPTEMBER 1999 
 

1. Family Life in SA – Customary Law and Loss of Support 

2. Claims arising from the death of a Single Mother 

3. Indigency of Parents 

 

NR 35 – DECEMBER 1999 
 

1. Quadriplegia – General Damages 

2. Drivers for the Blind 

3. Divorced Women 

4. Child Maintenance 

5. Islamic Widows 

6. Curator Bonis Costs of Security 

7. Raised Shoes 
 

NR 36 – MARCH 2000 
 

1. Remarriage Rates for Men 

2. Capitalized and Recapitalized 
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NR 37 – JUNE 2000 
 

1. Loss of Support and Illegitimate Children 

2. Assessment of Damages Act 9 of 1969 

3. State Welfare Child Grants 

4. Contractual Support as a basis for Damages 
 

NR 38 – SEPTEMBER 2000 
 

1. Curator Bonis & Costs of Security 

2. General Damages – Relief from the need to work 

3. Partial Disability 
 

NR 39 – DECEMBER 2000 
 

1. Inheritance by Children deducted from Loss of Support 

2. Compensation for Occupational Injuries and Diseases Act 130 of 1993 

 

NR 40 – MARCH 2001 
 

1. AIDS Mortality 
 

NR 41 – JUNE 2001 
 

1. Clothing Advisor 

2. Retirement at 55 

3. Gains offset against Losses 

4. The Patrimonial Value of a Right to Support 

5. Residual Earning Capacity 
 

NR 42 – SEPTEMBER 2001 
 

1. Apportionment of Costs of Curator Bonis 

2. General Damages for Death of Wife and Child 

3. Insufficient Evidence for Past Loss of Earnings 

4. Normal Retirement Age 

5. Parental Indigence 

 

NR 43 – DECEMBER 2001 
 

1. Earnings in the Informal Sector 

2. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

3. Whiplash Injuries 
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NR 44 – MARCH 2002 
 

1. The Indigent Parent 

2. Intestate Succession 

3. Common Law Wives and Notional Children 

4. Statutory Limits to Overtime 

5. The Unemployed Husband 

6. Age for Dependency for Children 

 

NR 45 – JUNE 2002 
 

1. The future of the RAF 

2. “Gains” offset against “Losses” 

3. Remarriage Deductions for Black Widows 

4. Metal Industries Pension Fund 

 

NR 46 – SEPTEMBER 2002 
 

1. The State Disability Grant 

2. Cohabitation as a ground for Claiming Loss of Support 
 

NR 47 – DECEMBER 2002 
 

1. Above – Knee Prostheses 

2. Loss of Notional Widow’s Pension 

3. Loss of Share of Deceased’s Notional Pension 

4. The “Defined Benefit” Scheme 

5. The “Money Purchase” Scheme 

6. Saved Living Expenses 

7. More children More money 
 

NR 48 – MARCH 2003 
 

No News Letter available 
 

NR 49 – MARCH 2003 
 

1. Reform RAF Compensation – Satchwell Commission 

2. Instalment Compensation 

3. Single Parents 
 

NR 50 – JUNE 2003 
 

1. Procedural Delays – Satchwell Report 

2. Apportionment of Undertakings 

3. HIV/AIDS and Life Expectancy 
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4. Normal Contingencies 
 

NR 51 – SEPTEMBER 2003 
 

1. Apportionment of Undertakings – “correction” 

2. Sick Leave 

3. Capitalized and Recapitalized 

4. The Wealthy Wife 

5. Law Reform – Black Laws Amendment Act, Act 76 of 1963 
 

NR 52 – DECEMBER 2003 
 

1. Prescribed Rate of Interest Amendment Act 7 of 1997 

2. Loss of Inheritance Prospects 

3. Damages that are difficult to Quantify 

4. The problem of non–Cohabitant Parents 
 

NR 53 – MARCH 2004 
 

1. Dependency to age 21 

2. State Disability Grants and Apportionment of Damages 

3. Reducing Overtime 

4. Unemployed Husbands 

5. Stepchildren and Customary Law 
 

NR 54 – JUNE 2004 
 

1. Marital Property Regimes 

2. Equal Opportunity in the new SA 

3. Same Sex Marriages 

4. Retirement after age 65 

5. “The meaning of Truth” 
 

NR 55 – SEPTEMBER 2004 
 

1. Maintenance Orders 

2. COID Act discussion 

3. Instalment Settlements 

4. Insolvent Estate 

 

NR 56 – DECEMBER 2004 
 

1. State Disability Grants 

2. Value of a Chance 

3. Increased Awards for General Damages 



10 
 

 Updated by G Schlemmer in 2021  

4. Interest and the “In Duplum” Rule 
 

NR 57 – MARCH 2005 
 

1. Housing Prices 

2. Mortality of Lower Income whites 

3. Payments by Provident Funds 

4. Same Sex Marriages 
 

NR 58 – JUNE 2005 
 

1. Saved Living Expenses 

2. Working Overseas 

3. COIDA Claims 
 

NR 59 – SEPTEMBER 2005 
 

1. Formal Sector 

2. Informal Sector 

3. Jurisdiction for Actuaries 
 

NR 60 – DECEMBER 2005 
 

1. The Black Laws Amendment Act and Working Wives 

2. Common Law Wives (hou vrou) 

3. COIDA Compensation is not so Inadequate 

4. Below Knee Amputation Statistics 
 

NR 61 – MARCH 2006 
 

1. The New Legislation 

a. Retrospectivity 

b. Common Law Right 

c. Limited Liability 

d. Passenger Claims 

e. General Damages for non Patrimonial Loss 

f. Medical Cost Tariff  

g. Negligence and Apportionment of Damages 

h. Legal Costs 
 

2. The Expected duration of Hip Replacements 
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NR 62 – JUNE 2006 
 

1. International Relative Cost of Living  

2. Overlapping Rights of Action 

3. Abolishment of the Common-Law Right of Action of Damages 
 

NR 63 – SEPTEMBER 2006 
 

1. The RAF Act Amendment Act 

2. Indivisible Household Expenses 

3. Travelling Expenses 

4. International Relative Cost of Living 

5. Compensation for Income not declared to SARS 
 

NR 64 – DECEMBER 2006 
 

1. Loss of Life Cover 

2. Damages Awards and Income Tax 

3. Loss of Earnings by a Widow 
 

NR 65 – MARCH 2007 
 

1. Partnership Losses 

2. State Welfare Benefits and the “means test” 

3. General Contingencies – some historical tidbits 

4. Inflation  

 

NR 66 – JUNE 2007 
 

1. The Payment of Fees for Litigation Experts – A Discussion 
 

NR 67 – SEPTEMBER 2007 
 

1. Job Gradings 

2. Formal and Informal Sectors 

3. Earnings at date of Accident 

4. Obvious errors 

5. Reduced Life Expectancy 
 

NR 68 – DECEMBER 2007 
 

1. Assets of a Widow 

2. The “Van Drimmelin” Principle 

3. General Contingency for Residual Earning Capacity 

4. Claim by Estate for the “lost years” 

5. Damages for unplanned Child 



12 
 

 Updated by G Schlemmer in 2021  

NR 69 – MARCH 2008 
 

1. State Old Age Pensions 

2. Economic Theory and General Damages 

3. Indexation of Awards for General Damages 

4. Damages for pure Shock 

5. Nil deduction for General Contingencies 
 

NR 70 – JUNE 2008 
 

1. Impairment Ratings and General Damages 

2. State Welfare Incomes 

3. Loss of Support Claims by Children 
 

NR 71 – SEPTEMBER 2008 
 

1. Inflation 

2. Depreciation of Taxis 

3. Missing Taxi Assets 

4. Two parts to the deceased, One part to each child 

5. E-mail to an Industrial Psychologist (Earnings discussion)  
 

NR 72 – DECEMBER 2008 
 

1. Salary Increases 

2. Mora Interest 

3. Value of an Inheritance 
 

NR 73 – MARCH 2009 
 

1. State old Age Pensions & Disability Grants  

2. COIDA Pension & Capitalization 

3. COIDA Increases 

4. Interest on General Damages 

5. General Contingencies and long delays 
 

NR 74 – JUNE 2009 
 

1. Unemployed House-husbands 

2. The deceased child 

3. Interest on General Damages 

4. Overtime 

5. Income Tax 

6. Earnings from Spaza shops 
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NR 75 – SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

1. Earning Capacity 

2. Foster Care Grants are Res Inter Alios Acta 

3. Government Pension Fund Retirement Age 
 

NR 76 – DECEMBER 2009 
 

1. Future Expenses Deduction for General Damages 

2. Informal Sector Job creation 

3. Use of Company Vehicle 

4. Family background substantially affects career prospects 

5. SARS Taxation of small retirement lump sums  

6. General Damages for young persons 
 

NR 77 – MARCH 2010 
 

1. The engaged couple 

2. Weather Reports - Likely Earnings .vs. Earning Potential 

3. Hypothetical Support – RAF .v. Monani 

4. Unfair Awards 
 

NR 78 – JUNE 2010 
 

1. General Damages for Adultery 

2. Differential Living Costs 

3. Saved Travel Costs 

4. Currency Conversion 

5. Saved Living Costs 

6. Child Support Grant is deductible 

7. Inheritance of the Family Home 

8. Discounting to date of Delict 
 

NR 79 – SEPTEMBER 2010 
 

1. The Remarried Widow 

2. Damages for death of a bridegroom 

3. Likely Earnings 

4. Percentage Impairments 
 

NR 80 – DECEMBER 2010 
 

1. Domestic worker Fringe Benefits 

2. Treatment of AIDS 

3. Wrongful Failure to terminate a Birth 
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NR 81 – MARCH 2011 
 

1. Application of the CAP 

2. 50% reduction of Industrial Psychologist Fees for Inaccurate & Incomplete 

Information   

3. Reduced Life Expectancy 

4. Lump Sum Maintenance from Deceased Estate 
 

NR 82 – JUNE 2011 
 

1. Notional COID Benefits 

2. Life Partner claim for maintenance from deceased estate 

3. Unlikely Earnings 

4. Piece Worker – what is it? 
 

NR 83 – SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

1. Lost Inheritance Prospects 

2. Formal .vs. Informal 
 

NR 84 – DECEMBER 2011 
 

1. Discounting to date of death 

2. Claims for Maintenance from deceased estates 

3. Corporate Earnings Surveys 
 

NR 85 – MARCH 2012 
 

1. Santam .v. Fourie – revisited 

2. One Claim for all 

3. Adoption by Customary Law 

4. The Value of Sick Leave 

5. Claims once limited to R25 000 

6. Nil Spread Differential Contingencies 

7. Chiefs & Indians (article for determining Loss of Earnings/Earning Capacity)  
 

NR 86 – JUNE 2012 
 

1. The Clanking of Medieval Chains  

2. The Right to damages of a common-law wife 

3. Deduction of Notional Tax on lost earnings 

  
NR 87 – SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

1. The Injured Widow 
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2. Application of the CAP 

3. Inheritance by Children 
 

NR 88 – JUNE 2013 
 

1. The 160 000 CAP 

2. Misdirected Industrial Psychologists 

3. Claims settlements by Minors 

4. Pre-Existing Child Support    
 

NR 89 – DECEMBER 2013 
 

1. Trust Losses after Injury  

2. Consent to a Second Wife  

3. Apportionment of Death Claims  

4. Application of the R160 000 CAP 

5. Large Awards for General Damages 

6. Loss of Support : Joint Deceased 
 

NR 90 – JUNE 2014 
 

1. Damages for Loss of Support 

2. Illegal Earnings  

3. AIDS/HIV Mortality  

4. Unemployed Claimants 

5. Retirement Ages 

6. Fringe Benefits  
 

NR 91 – DECEMBER 2014 
 

1. Foster Care Grants are now Deductible 

2. Civil Service Salary Increases 

3. Accrual Benefits 

4. Deduction of Investment Interest 
 

NR 92 – JUNE 2015 
 

1. Road Accident Fund CAP  

2. State Welfare Benefits for Children  

3. Dippenaar .v. Shield revisited  
 

NR 93 – DECEMBER 2015 
 

1. Gratuitous Payments of Support  

2. Deduction for Inheritance of Bond Debt 
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3. Mora Interest 
 

NR 94 – JUNE 2016 
 

1. CAP Apportionment  

2. Attendant and House help Expenses  

3. Costs of Curator Bonis 

4. Retirement Age for Teachers  

5. Beware the Unmarried Widow  

6. Support from a State Grant 
 

NR 95 – JUNE 2016 
 

1. The Sweatman CAP 

2. Death, Divorce and Remarriage 

3. Support by Tacit Agreement   
 

NR 96 – JUNE 2017 
 

1. Expenses by RAF Undertaking  

2. The Earnings Data hoard (VERY IMPORTANT) 
 

NR 97 – DECEMBER 2017 
 

1. Remarriage Contingency 

2. Real Increases in Earnings 

3. Cost of Domestic Assistant by Installments for RAF Matters 
 

NR 98 – JUNE 2018 
 

1. Industrial Psychologists Joint Minute Dereliction 
2. “Possible” misunderstandings – probability .vs. possibility 
3. The Lump Sum Rule prevails for non-RAF Matters 
 

NR 99 – DECEMBER 2018 
 

1. Parts for Stepchildren 

2. Prescription Holiday 

 

NR 100 – JUNE 2019 
 

1. Retirement Funding 

2. Domestic Workers 

3. Job Grades  

4. STATS SA Earnings .vs. Corporate Survey 

5. Deduction of State Grant 
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NR 101 – DECEMBER 2019 
 

1. Tertiary Education 

2. Cost of Extra Employee 

3. Whole Person Impairment 

4. Contractual Support  

5. Life Insurance Benefits 

6. Curators for Children 
 

NR 102 – JUNE 2020 
 

1. Liability different from Cause of Damage 

2. More Interest is not a simple matter 

3. Indigency of Parents  

4. Remarriage Deductions    
 

NR 103 – DECEMBER 2020 
 

1. Lost Savings (dealt with deduction of retirement annuity fund) 

2. COID Capitalisation 

3. Undertaking by the RAF to pay necessary expenses   

4. General Damages    
 

NR 104 – JUNE 2021 

1. Loss of Support 

2. The POPI Act 

3. The Victim in Utero 

4. Deaths attributed to COVID 

 
NR 105 – DECEMBER 2021 

1. Medical negligence instalment payments 

2. Trust management fees 

3. Duty of support between siblings 

4. Death claims and Industrial Psychologists (IP’s) 
 
 


